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Firelands District
Leadership Training

Incorporating Annual Spring District Conference

Saturday, March 30, 2019
8:30am-12:30pm
Norwalk First UMC
WORKSHOPS TO INCLUDE:
Fresh Expressions
Staff, Parish Relations Committee Guidelines
Rules of Christ
Social Principles

Guest speaker: Will Jones
Brochure & Registration Inside!

Bishop Malone’s Post General Conference Message
(View and download video of the message at
http://www.eocumc.com/eogc19/index.html)
Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The General Conference has completed its work and by a majority vote, passed the traditional plan with some
parts that were ruled unconstitutional. The delegates voted to refer it to the Judicial Council for review at their
next meeting but as of now our existing Discipline language is maintained.
Now, some are pleased with the outcome of the special session and some are deeply hurt and disappointed.
My heart weeps for the brokenness experienced within the body of Christ. We could not find a way forward of
being church that would allow for the contextual differentiation that we were all hoping for and a way to keep
as much unity as possible. Now, we need to take the time to process what has happened and the implications
of the decisions that are critical for how we move forward.
Friends, please know, that any procedural changes that will have some effect will not take place until January 1,
2020. So, we have time. So, let us breathe.
What I love about our beloved United Methodist Church is our beautiful diversity and our global connection
and witness. And as a global church, what is challenging is that we have differing views of human sexuality and
understandings of our LGBTQi brothers and sisters.
But despite our differences, as a United Methodist Church we do believe that all persons are of sacred worth.
Our doors are open to persons of all ages, races, nations, ethnicities, gender and sexual orientation. We are one
church, one family, one in the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world
So, here’s what I am hopeful for, what I am asking of all clergy and lay:
1. As we prepare to begin this season of Lent, let us fast and pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help us unite and
heal our beloved United Methodist Church. Friends, this is all of our work to do.
2. I’m asking that we be calm, stay the course, do not yield to fear, doubt, despair. God is our refuge, a very
present help in a time of trouble

Continued...

3. Stay focused on the mission, because the mission is still yet alive. Let us keep the main thing the main
thing, sharing the extravagant love, grace, hope and peace of Jesus Christ with all of God’s beloved children.
4. I am asking that you stay connected with your brothers and sisters in Christ; love one another, care for
one another, support one another.
5. I am also asking that you plan to attend one of the post General Conference gatherings that will take
place across the annual conference on the weekend of March 9 and 10.
6. I am convinced that the God who has begun a good work in us will bring it to completion, because our
God is faithful, and God’s love, yes, it endures forever. And I know that there is a balm in Gilead that will
heal, restore, and give us hope.
7. And I am convinced that by God’s grace we will someday find a way to fully embrace the wideness of our
beautiful diversity.
As your Bishop, by the grace of God, I will lead, shepherd and guide us through these challenging times and I
humbly ask that you commit with me to trust where the Spirit of God will take us. Yes, us. Progressive,
centrist, traditionalist, gay, straight, all of God’s beloved. And as we go, together, to do Kingdom work, to do
kindom work, the making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, God will be with us.
So, here is my prayer, and I invite you to pray with me. Lord, make us one with Christ, one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we are all seated in the heavenly
kingdom! So be it.
Amen

FOLLOW-UP SESSIONS
Bishop Malone is calling all lay and clergy of East Ohio to attend one of the informational gatherings listed
below where she and other members of the East Ohio Conference delegation will share how we will move
forward following the decisions of the General Conference as we live into the mission of the Church and
the making of disciples for Jesus Christ.
• Sat, March 9 @ 10:00 - 11:30AM Newcomerstown Christ
• Sat, March 9 @ 2:00 - 3:30PM North Canton Faith UMC
• Sun, March 10 @ 4:00 - 5:30PM Strongsville UMC

Annual Conference Registration Packets

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
3/5
3/13
3/17
3/28

Ron Spyker
Lori Douglas Weaver
Josh Arrington
John Grimm

Obituaries
1/31/19
2/20/19
2/24/19
3/2/19

Millard Mead
Jack C. Yeager
Barry A. Wolfe
Mark Reep

AC Registration packets have been mailed out and
online registration is open. If you have not received
your packet please contact the District Office ASAP.
All Annual Conference information can be found on
their website: http://www.eocumc.com/eoac19

Firelands District Youth Schedule
Date

Time

May 3 & 4

Event

Location

Race at the
Rock

Flat Rock
Homes

Dates & Deadlines
March 3 Discerning Prayer 2-5pm
March 5-7 Doug @ Cabinet
March 7 Secretary Gathering
March 11 District UMW
March 12 Sarah @ Area Center
March 16 UMW Spring Meeting
March 19 Retired Clergy Brunch
March 30 Spring District Conference

SAVE THE DATE!
Boundaries Training
September 9-14, 2019

Local Church
News & Events
Fitchville UMC has toner cartridges available
for a Brother HL Printer (TN210BK & TN210Y).
Please contact the Fitchville office if you can use
them: office@fitchvilleumc.org.
Vermilion Grace UMC is looking for a pianist for
their Easter Sunday services. Please contact Rev.
Allison if available: therevallison@gmail.com.

Listed below are the names of persons nominated at their church’s 2018 Charge Conference to be
nominees for District Delegate at Large to the 2020 Annual Conference. This ballot will be voted on
at the March 30 Spring District Conference at Norwalk First.

If you have other nominees, please contact the district office immediately.

Clyde First:
Collins:
Columbus Ave:
Cornerstone:
Creston Canaan:
Fitchville:
Grafton:
Henrietta:
Lafayette:
LaGrange:
Lakeside:

Barb Davis
Dale Hopkins
Denise Cyrek, Blair Porter
Gary Copen
Cathy Coffey
Irene Merrilees
Bob Morley
John Born, Pat Hogue
Joyce Davis
Terri Smith
Carol Nelson-Burns

New London:
Norwalk First:

Judy Earl
Ruth Brown, Sarah Christophel,
Karen Kilgo, Linda Markel
Nova:
May Ann Finkbone
Oberlin First:
Brian Bliss
Oberlin Rust:
Michelle Burke, Beulah Williams
Port Clinton Trinity: Kenton Jarvis
Sandusky Trinity:
Marla Laney, Sue Mitchell
Tiffin Harmony:
Becky Weisenaur
West Salem:
Becky Tope

Firelands District Office UMC
East Ohio Conference
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5
Norwalk, Ohio 44857
419.668.6115
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com
www.eocumc.org/firelands

Contact Us

The mission of the United
Methodist Church is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Firelands District UMC
3 Stower Lane, Suite 5
Norwalk, OH 44857
(419) 668-6115
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com

Visit us on the web at
www.eocumc.com/firelands

District Superintendent
Rev. Doug Lewis
Administrative
Assistant / Treasurer
Mrs. Sarah Christophel

